3                                        MAGIC
11 so strong is this fear of being accused of getting rich by
magic that many people purposely refrain from undue cultiva-
tion of their land, lest others should accuse them of using
magical practices to increase the fertility of the soil"l
Among the Bangala, a tribe of the Upper Congo River,
the disastrous influence of a belief in magic or witchcraft has
been admirably recorded by an experienced missionary in the
following striking passage.   " In judging the conservatism of
natives and the way in which they have from generation to
generation simply followed in the footsteps of their pre-
decessors one must not forget that they have been, and many
tribes still are, bound fast by witchcraft, fetishism, and super-
stition, and any tendency to burst these more than iron bands
has been suppressed by fear of being charged with witchcraft.
Some twenty-five years ago I knew a blacksmith who made a
good imitation, from old hoop iron, of a trade knife, and when
the king heard of it he thought he was too clever and threatened
him with a charge of witchcraft if he made any more like it.  If
the man who made our locomotives had lived here, in Africa,
and had given play to his inventive genius, he would not have
been honoured, but killed as a witch.   The native had a deep-
rooted feeling that anything out of the ordinary was due to
witchcraft and treated it as such,    Some years ago I knew a
native medicine woman who was successful in treating certain
native diseases, and as she became wealthy, the natives accused
her of giving the sickness by witchcraft in order to cure it and
be paid for it; for they said, * How can she cure it so easily
unless she first gave it to them ?'    She had to abandon her
practice or she would have been killed as a witch,
" The introduction of a new article of trade has always
brought on the introducer a charge of witchcraft; and there
is a legend, that the man who discovered the way to tap palm
trees for palm wine was charged as a witch and paid the
penalty with his life. That, however, did not stop the trade
in palm wine. Through this fear of being charged with
witchcraft, the natives would never of themselves have made
any progress in art, science, or civilization. This fear was so
real and so widespread that It stultified and killed every
tendency to change and progress. The reasons which have
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